Isotypic characterization of anti-Toxoplasma gondii antibodies in 18 cases of congenital toxoplasmic chorioretinitis.
A serological study was carried out by ELIFA (Enzyme Linked Immuno-Filtration Assay) for 50 children with congenital toxoplasmosis diagnosed by several parasitological and serological methods showing that the fetus had been infected by the parasite and had developed it's own specific immune response. At birth, anti-Toxoplasma gondii IgE antibodies were detected in the sera of 66% of the 18 children who had retinochoroiditis and in 32% of the 32 children without this complication. During the 4 months before or at the time of diagnosis of retinochoroiditis, specific IgE antibodies were detected in 70% of the 20 cases (2 children with 2 successive lesions); but during the 4 months following the discovery of ocular lesions, anti-Toxoplasma IgE antibodies were only detected in 30% of the 20 cases. Among all the 50 children, the prolonged detection of specific IgM + IgE association (for at least 4 months) was followed in 46% of cases by the appearance of chorioretinitis (predictive value).